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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1.-42. (Canceled) 

43. (New) A system for data communication, the system comprising: 
a first circuit card; 

a first transfer card coupled to the first circuit card; 
a second circuit card; 

a second transfer card coupled to the second circuit card; 
a first switched network card; 

a first interface card coupled to the first switched network card; 

a second interface card coupled to the first switched network card; 

a first data communication link connecting the first transfer card and the first 

interface card; 

a second data communication link connecting the second transfer card and the 
second interface card; 

wherein: 

the first switched network card is coupled to the first interface card and the 
second interface card; 

the first switched network card and the first circuit card are different types 

of cards. 

44. (New) The system of claim 43 wherein the first switched network card is 
configured to perform an exchange function between the first circuit card and the second circuit 
card. 
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45. (New) The system of claim 43 wherein the first switched network card is 
further configured not to receive any data signal without through a circuit card. 

46. (New) The system of claim 43 wherein: 

the first transfer card is coupled to the first circuit card through at least a first 

backplane; 

the second transfer card is coupled to the second circuit card through at least a 
second backplane; 

the first backplane and the second backplane are associated with different 
physical locations. 

47. (New) The system of claim 46 wherein: 

the first transfer card, the first circuit card, and the first backplane are associated 
with a first framework; 

the second transfer card, the second circuit card, and the second backplane are 
associated with a second framework; 

the first framework and the second framework are associated with different 
physical locations. 

48. (New) The system of claim 43 wherein: 

the first transfer card is coupled to the first circuit card through at least a first 

backplane; 

the first interface card is coupled to the first switched network card through at 
least a second backplane; 

the first backplane and the second backplane are associated with different 
physical locations. 

49. (New) The system of claim 48 wherein: 
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the first transfer card, the first circuit card, and the first backplane are associated 
with a first framework; 

the first interface card, the first switched network card, and the second backplane 
are associated with a second framework; 

the first framework and the second framework are associated with different 
physical locations. 

50. (New) The system of claim 43, and further comprising a second switched 
network card coupled to both the first interface card and the second interface card. 

51. (New) The system of claim 43 wherein each of the first data 
communication link and the second data communication link includes an optical fiber. 

52. (New) The system of claim 43 wherein: 

the first transfer card is coupled to the first circuit card through a base card and a 

backplane; 

the base card is coupled directly to both the first transfer card and the backplane. 

53. (New) The system of claim 43 wherein: 

the first interface card is coupled to the first switched network card through a base 
card and a backplane; 

the base card is coupled directly to both the first interface card and the backplane. 

54. (New) The system of claim 43 wherein the first transfer card and the 
second transfer card are different. 

55. (New) The system of claim 43 wherein the first interface card and the 
second interface card are different. 
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56. (New) The system of claim 43 wherein the first data communication link 
and the second data communication link are different. 



57. (New) A system for data communication, the system comprising: 

a first circuit card coupled to a first backplane; 

a second circuit card coupled to a second backplane; 

a switched network card coupled to the first circuit card and the second circuit 
card, the switched network card being configured to: 

receive a first signal from the first circuit card; 

receive a second signal from the second circuit card; 

process at least information associated with the first signal and the second 

signal; 

wherein: 

the first backplane and the second backplane are associated with different 
physical locations; 

the switched network card is further configured not to receive any data 
signal that is not sent from or through a circuit card. 



58. (New) The system of claim 57 wherein: 

the first circuit card and the first backplane are associated with a first framework; 
the second circuit card and the second backplane are associated with a second 

framework; 

the first framework and the second framework are associated with different 
physical locations. 



59. (New) The system of claim 57 wherein: 

the switched network card is coupled to a third backplane; 

the third backplane and the first backplane are associated with different physical 

locations; 



Page5 of 10 



Appl. No. 09/827,127 PATENT 

Amdt. dated July 7, 2006 

Reply to Office Action of January 25, 2006 

the third backplane and the second backplane are associated with different 
physical locations. 

60. (New) The system of claim 59 wherein: 

the first circuit card and the first backplane are associated with a first framework; 
the second circuit card and the second backplane are associated with a second 

framework; 

the switched network card and the second backplane are associated with a third 

framework; 

the third framework and the first framework are associated with different physical 

locations; 

the third framework and the second framework are associated with different 
physical locations; 

the first framework and the second framework are associated with different 
physical locations. 

61 . (New) The system of claim 57 wherein the process at least information 
associated with the first signal and the second signal comprises perform at least one logic 
function. 

62. (New) The system of claim 57 wherein the process at least information 
associated with the first signal and the second signal comprises perform at least one exchange 
function. 

63. (New) The system of claim 57 wherein the circuit card and the switched 
network card are different types of cards. 

64. (New) A method for making a system for data communication, the 
method comprising: 
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providing a first framework associated with a first circuit card and a first transfer 
card, the first transfer card being coupled to the first circuit card; 

providing a second frame work associated with a second circuit card and a second 
transfer card, the second transfer card being coupled to the second circuit card; 

providing a third framework associated with a switched network card and a first 
interface card and a second interface card, the first interface card being coupled to the switched 
network card, the second interface card being coupled to the switched network card; 
connecting the first transfer card and the first interface card; 
connecting the second transfer card and the second interface card; 
wherein the switched network card is configured to: 
receive a first signal from the first circuit card; 
receive a second signal from the second circuit card; 
process at least information associated with the first signal and the second 

signal. 

65. (New) The method of claim 64 wherein the switched network card is 
further configured not to receive any data signal without through a circuit card. 

66. (New) The method of claim 64 wherein the process at least information 
associated with the first signal and the second signal comprises perform at least one logic 
function. 

67. (New) The method of claim 64 wherein the process at least information 
associated with the first signal and the second signal comprises perform at least one exchange 
function. 

68. (New) The method of claim 64 wherein the first circuit card and the 
switched network card are different types of cards. 
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